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Leslie Anderson

Canopy Oaks Elementary School
Tallahassee

Lima Green & Ginger, acrylics on wood panel, 36 x 48 inches.
Lima Green & Ginger (triptych), acrylics and charcoal on wood panel, 12 x 12 
inches.

Artist’s Statement
I was born and raised in Guatemala City, Central America. While in Guatema-
la, my first job was as an elementary school teacher. I came to Florida in the 
mid-eighties to continue my education. Always an artist at heart, I received a 
BA in Interior Design and a Master’s in Art Education and Art Therapy at Flor-
ida State University. I worked at Wakulla Middle School as an art teacher for 
4 years and have been the art teacher at Canopy Oaks Elementary School for 
the past 18 years.

Guatemala is known for intense and vivid colors that permeate the natural 
beauty of the landscape into the daily crafts of its indigenous peoples. Bringing 
this color rich upbringing into my art has always been a passion for me.

Most importantly, how I approach a painting is a back and forth dance – a give 
and take — among the artist, the colors, and the canvas. At times I feel in con-
trol, and at other times the artwork takes over. That delicate and inner dance 
continues until the art is finished. It’s a journey that does not have a clear end 
once I begin, but ultimately reaches its destination. —LA

Pedagogical Statement
Human need for self-expression is evident in my classroom when I see my 
students wholeheartedly begin a project. The act of creating art is ingrained 
in our souls. Schools have to acknowledge this and art education needs to be 
an essential component of every child’s learning. This will not only enhance 
the student’s inner self — but will serve to enhance understanding of all other 
subject matters.

All of my art lessons allow for students’ creativity and expose them to art of 
various forms so that these young minds begin a real lifetime appreciation for 
the arts. —LA



Natalie Begley

Elizabeth Cobb Middle School
Tallahassee

Untitled, charcoal & pencil, 8 x 12 inches.
Untitled, charcoal & pencil, 11 x 16 inches.
Untitled, charcoal & pencil, 18 x 20 inches.

Artist’s Statement
For these drawings, I was inspired by the people closest to me, my family. My 
drawings are created with black and white chalk on a variety of toned papers. 
In this series of drawings, four generations of my family are depicted. —NB

Pedagogical Statement
I am drawn to the rewards and challenges of art teaching because I love help-
ing students expand their abilities and encouraging them to learn to express 
their thoughts, feelings, and emotions. I believe the arts are a major part of a 
well-rounded education because they allow students to use the creativity that 
each and every one of them possesses. Teaching students about art means 
teaching them about themselves, other cultures, and the world around them. 

I teach with a variety of media to encourage students to experiment with ma-
terials they may have never thought of before. Through exploration of differ-
ent materials as well as using the elements of art and principals of design as 
a guide, students can find and express their own artistic voices. I use commu-
nicative learning to encourage critical thinking and allow students to receive 
feedback, reflect, and grow artistically. I am dedicated to student growth and 
success and am always learning innovative ways to engage students with new 
and exciting activities. —NB



Elizabeth Benners

Retired
Roberts Elementary School
Tallahassee

Coral Reef, glass, 57.75 x 17.75 inches.
Nemo, glass, 14.25 x 18.25 inches. 
Telluride, glass, 18.5 x 12.5 inches.

Artist’s Statement
It’s the beauty of the natural world and my curiosity of possibilities that are my 
biggest influences. Many of my ideas come from my experiences and the plac-
es I have seen. Mother Nature’s work constantly awes me. I look at the world 
around me in stained glass possibilities. —EB

Pedagogical Statement
I have been learning about and making stained glass for the past eight years. 
When I taught I had my elementary students look for basic shapes when draw-
ing. Comparing each to one another just like a puzzle, one being built on the 
other. Stained glass is very similar. —EB



Jeff Byers

Taylor County High School
Perry

Jefftapose Tea Service, sterling silver, ebony and rosewood, 10 x 16.5 x 16.5 inches.
Sea Donut Too, clay, 16 x 13.75 x 6.5 inches.
The “B” Tirelli Tea Service with a Bud Vase, clay, 9.5 x 17 x 12.5 inches.

Artist’s Statement
I teach and work in all media including painting, drawing, metal, wood, ceram-
ics and photography. Most of my work is done in the classroom for my stu-
dents’ benefit. I love to teach and show students how to create art. It is what 
makes me go every day — to see students go from their ideas/concepts to a 
work of art. I also show their work in venues around North Florida and South 
Georgia. My goal is to create works of art to inspire my students and to teach 
them techniques and processes. I have succeeded in this goal with students 
winning art shows, competitions and scholarships.

My artwork has been juried and selected in various venues and is in many pri-
vate collections throughout Florida and the United States. In creating my art-
work I am inspired by special people, nature and its beauty. The forms, colors, 
and techniques I use are selected from natural shapes and geometric elements.  
My three dimensional art work also includes function, serving as utilitarian ob-
jects for everyday enjoyment.

Artwork challenges me to create unique works of art that endure beyond my 
life. —JB

Pedagogical Statement
Prior to teaching I had careers in retail, the merchant marines, and design. I 
operated my own design firm. Design work included residential, commercial, 
graphic, product and industrial. Before teaching art I taught Social Studies, 
Language Arts, Math, Science and Reading for five years. I also taught Auto 
CADD at San Jacinto Jr. College, Houston, Texas. I am a Global Concrete 
teacher (teaching from the perspective of real world concepts with real world 
applications). Through art I am able to use my past life experiences to ef-
fectively teach across the curriculum. During the summer I work with youth 
through the University of Florida/4-H Taylor County Extension Service to pro-
vide two week long art camps focusing on the basic foundations in art. I have 
produced five works of art for Relay for Life with my students to raise money 
and awareness of cancer for staff members of the school district with cancer. I 
have designed facilities and produced concept drawings for the Gulf Specimen 
Lab, Panacea, Florida, an Art Center for Taylor County, and the Taylor County 
High School. All this helps students see practical approaches in art for produc-
ing real world projects. —JB



Sara C. Chang

Pineview Elementary School
Tallahassee

Alpine Fairy Angel, digital imaging, 14 x 11 inches.
Star Sprite = Oak Leaf Angel, digital imaging, 36 x 24 inches.
Tallahassee Dogwood, digital photography, 8 x 10 inches.

Artist’s Statement
Why do I do this? All living creatures on this planet Earth have a desire to 
create — whether it is producing off spring, growing a vegetable garden or 
making art. Working in this medium helps satisfy my urge to create. Also, 
creation is an antidote to destruction. If we train our minds more on the cre-
ative process, then we can counteract our destructive acts — violence, wars, 
environmental degradation. So when people ask, “What is the purpose of 
making art?” The answer is simple — it proactively creates peace and harmo-
ny in our lives. —SCC

Pedagogical Statement
I currently teach at Pineview Elementary School as a Reading and English as a 
Second Language specialist. I see art as a universal visual language that bene-
fits students’ learning processes and strongly advocate integrating art into the 
school curriculum. Every year, I partner with the art teacher at Pineview to im-
plement a school-wide art project. This school year 2016—2017, students are cre-
ating a ceramic mural in collaboration with visiting artist Susan Stelzman. —SCC



Heather Morgan Clark

Ft. Braden School
Tallahassee

Sea Turtle, oil on canvas, 24 x 30 inches.
Untitled, mixed media & watercolor, 23.5 x 18.5 inches.
Wakulla River, watercolor, 18 x 24 inches.

Artist’s Statement
I have always been drawn to natural environments. I am intrigued by interest-
ing reflections, the movement of water, the light at certain times of day, and 
the magic of color and color mixing. I have experimented with and enjoy work-
ing with a variety of media. Oil painting, watercolor, and clay are where I feel 
most at home. I’ve recently become interested in painting the negative space 
rather than the object itself and layering with watercolors. —HMC 

Pedagogical Statement
At Fort Braden School I have implemented a choice-based art education ap-
proach, which regards the students as the artists. Encouraging students to 
create child-authentic art using their own ideas, feelings, and stories, develops 
confidence and creates real meaning and a depth of learning. The creative arts 
use a universal language and children need to express themselves and com-
municate with others through creative exploration and personal expression. I 
believe students should be given the opportunity, time, and space to explore, 
experiment and construct meaning out of their experiences.

The arts are essential not only because of the richness they bring to our lives, 
but the richness they bring to our learning. The arts are essential to the intel-
lectual, affective and social development of children and adults. Research tells 
us that arts education contributes significantly to improved critical thinking, 
problem posing, problem solving, and decision-making. Visual art education in-
volves the communication, manipulation, interpretation, and understanding of 
complex symbols. Fluency in artistic expression fosters higher-order thinking 
skills of analysis, synthesis, and evaluation. The very intimate involvement with 
sensory exploration heightens sensory awareness and this is where true under-
standing and learning occur. —HMC



Leslie Cohen

Retired
Lawton Chiles High School
Tallahassee

Crescendo Basket, piano parts, 8.5 x 18 x 20 inches.
Piano Forté with Guards, piano parts, 9 x 14 x 10.5 inches.

Artist’s Statement 
It has been about four years since I retired from teaching art in the Leon Coun-
ty School System. I have created art works continually since my retirement. 
Seeking recognition for my fiber, sculpture, and found objects assemblages, I 
have entered many exhibitions and competitions. Having my art work shown in 
South Florida to Tallahassee gives me much pride. Recently I received an hon-
orable mention award at the 2017 Creative Tallahassee, one of only six pieces 
given extra praise by the judge. By taking numerous workshops, I continue to 
grow artfully. —LC 

Pedagogical Statement
My teaching philosophy is to use the following six “E” words in the art class-
room… to show Examples of art lesson products, Encourage and Excite the 
students about the lesson, Experience and Execute hands-on activity during 
studio time and then have the students become Exemplary global citizens 
through diverse art studies. —LC 



Barbara Davis

Florida State University School, 9-12
Tallahassee

Giraffe Serving Platter, ceramic, 15 x 8 x 3 inches.
Moya wa me o a kotlomana (My spirit is being cast down), ceramic & rope, 
96 x 11 x 11 inches.

Artist’s Statement
Though I love to sculpt in clay, most of my work in the last decade has been 
functional ceramics. In January of this year I gave my Sculpture I students the 
assignment to each design a template as a guide in the construction of a coil 
built, symmetrical vase. To demonstrate, I used a template to build this large 
vessel. The walls are thick as I planned to carve deep patterns, just as my class-
es were required. But something on my mind a lot in January was the news 
that many giraffe populations had declined by more than 40% over the last 
30 years. It quickly became an effigy vase and I carved the familiar pattern 
and made a head for the top. With the head placed on top as a lid it was too 
“decorative” and didn’t convey the gravity of the situation.  Suspending the 
severed head, and the title in English, “My spirit is being cast down” best rep-
resented my feelings about their decline. One positive note, the title “Moya wa 
me o a kotlomana” is in Setswana and thankfully, the sub-species in Botswana 
and some other southern African countries are actually on the increase. Like 
a canary in a coal mine, the giraffe populations have become a barometer of 
politics and stability. —BD

Pedagogical Statement
My teaching philosophy keeps evolving as the years go by. At one time it 
would have taken me a full page to include all the ideas I have on teaching. But 
as this year draws to a close this is what I have to say.  Although artists must 
develop their voices and follow the content that speaks to them, I feel strong-
ly that learning about materials and techniques is critical for students to suc-
cessfully convey their ideas. My introductory classes are built around design 
problems to be solved using a variety of materials and processes. This focus 
on design, materials, and techniques continues through my Level Two classes, 
with more open-ended design questions and greater emphasis on craftsman-
ship. My role as instructor evolves in the Honors Level Three and AP courses 
as my students are encouraged to seek examples of artists and artwork that 
inspire them, and explain the themes or topics they wish to pursue. Helping 
them learn to “see” the process in stages and determine how best to make the 
artwork they envision is a very different relationship from my role as teacher 
with the beginners. When some students reach this point and are ready to run, 
I become their colleague and studio assistant. When that happens this is one 
of the most gratifying jobs for which one could ever hope. —BD



Jason Glisson

Fairview Middle School
Tallahassee

Under the Oaks, oil, 41 x 31 inches.
 

Artist’s Statement
I find abundant artistic inspiration from the superb natural environment sur-
rounding the Tallahassee area. While exploring the Miccosukee Canopy Road 
Greenway with my family in 2014, we came upon a magnificent live oak framed 
beautifully by the gently rolling hills and the wild grasses. The beautiful after-
noon sunshine added the perfect final touch for an authentic north Florida 
scene. —JG

Pedagogical Statement
My pedagogical philosophy includes the four domains of art: art production, 
aesthetics, art criticism, and art history. Using these I hope my students will 
develop the creative thought process. An effective artistic background actually 
enhances the student’s ability to think. In art we are not looking for one correct 
answer; we are looking for all of the possibilities. This ability to think along a 
variety of paths will undoubtedly be utilized later in life in many ways no mat-
ter what field the individual chooses. I also hope to teach my students to enjoy 
the act of creating art. There is a satisfaction that accompanies visual self-ex-
pression and it must be experienced to be fully realized. —JG



Linda Kaye Johnson

Deerlake Middle School
Tallahassee

What I Wish Happened More . . ., pencil, 9 x 12 inches.
Still Got a Thing for Fringe, sterling silver, 1 x 1.75 inches.

Artist’s Statement 
As an art educator, it is hard for me to find the time and creative energy to 
make my own art. I work with young artists in the classroom every day, guid-
ing them through the numerous artistic challenges and decisions in their proj-
ects. The end of the day often finds my gas tank empty. That is the reference 
for the title of my drawing — I am holding my favorite pair of metal working 
pliers. I wish they were in my hand more often. The feeling of being home 
when I am able to center myself on a personal creative endeavor is something I 
love. When I sit down at my jewelry bench, or put my drawing pencils or water 
color brushes in my hand, I feel like my old self — confident, capable, vibrant, 
excited. —LKJ 

Pedagogical Statement
Process or product — which is more important when working with students 
in the classroom? In 33 years of teaching I have seen the pride on the faces 
of hundreds of students when their artwork is successful, and I celebrate with 
them when that happens. I feel strongly, though, that the process a young art-
ist goes through when creating something new is equally important to, some-
times more than, the quality of the finished product. I talk about this with my 
students often, in the hopes they will see the value of all their creative experi-
ences, regardless of how their art looks when finished. —LKJ  



Fran Kautz

Retired
Buck Lake Elementary School
Tallahassee

Lake Breeze (triptych), acrylic on canvas, each 5 x 5 inches.
Landscape with Trees, acrylic on canvas, 12 x 36 inches.
River, acrylic on canvas, 10 x 10 inches.

Artist’s Statement
I want to explore the idea of ordinary beauty in the world around us. I was 
always drawn to the landscape as a child, delighting in visiting places different 
from the monotonous flat farmlands of Ohio where I grew up, even making 
choices as to where I would go to college and live as a young adult based on 
the perceived remarkable beauty of the place. Only recently, after having vis-
ceral reactions to small and large expanses of greenspace being uprooted and 
carried away to create sterile, well-manicured human dwellings and places of 
commerce, I realized that I need that unremarkable greenspace in my daily life. 
There is a need in me to recreate what is being lost. Painting the unremarkable 
landscape is a way of self-soothing. —FK

Pedagogical Statement
Children are born with a sense of wonder. Like the famous writer/environmen-
talist, Rachel Carson, I believe that “if a child is to keep alive his inborn sense 
of wonder, he needs the companionship of at least one adult who can share 
it, rediscovering the joy, excitement and mystery of the world we live in. “Art 
provides a natural pathway to nurturing these ideas in children. Wonder, awe, 
and joy in creating is what I want to pass on to students. I teach with the hope 
that children who delight in the joy of creating and who respond to the world 
around them with wonder and big questions will become adults who visit art 
museums and who engage in discussions of the big ideas embedded in art and 
who confidently enjoy their own creative pursuits. —FK



Mariann Bernice Kearsley

Retired
Adult and Community Education
Tallahassee

Bird Goddess: A Paleolithic Memory (From The Stick Figure Series), mixed 
media including found tree limbs, 96 x 72 x 72 inches.

Artist’s Statement
For Stick Figure pieces like Bird Goddess: A Paleolithic Memory, I search the 
environment for fallen trunks, limbs and branches with interesting turns, twists 
and angles. To construct these figures, branches are joined, shaped and col-
ored. Eccentricities inherent in the materials are exploited — a bump here, an 
appendage there. A longtime interest in prehistoric petroglyphs led to the 
imagery found in archeological research on goddess cultures by authors such 
as Marija Gimbutas. The ideas and materials in these merge into an integrated 
reflection of ancient roots in a contemporary sculptural embodiment of spiritu-
al impulses. —MBK

The Bird Goddess: A Paleolithic Memory employs geometric motifs described 
by Marija Gimbutas in The Language of the Goddess. She says these symbols, 
dated circa 6000 b.c.e., are more than decorative, but are a “metaphysical 
alphabet.” For example, the triangle, the shape of the oil cloth floor piece, is an 
ancient symbol of regeneration. Also on the oil cloth, are numerous bird feet 
representing the hands of the Goddess. On both the floor piece and the sculp-
ture are dozens of eggs, symbols of the life force. In the bird figure itself, the 
zigzags and multiplied chevrons, or “Vs”, are the Bird Goddess’s insignia. The 
zigzags and chevrons represent the waters of life, or birth waters, designating 
the Bird Goddess as the giver of life, creation, and regeneration. 

Pedagogical Statement
EMPOWERMENT of the student is my primary objective.

My practice, as described by Mark K. Smith in his Edfed article, is “…to accom-
pany learners; care for and about them; and bring learning into life.” —MBK



Kelly Little

Lawton Chiles High School
Tallahassee

110 Degrees of Wrong, Manzanar, digital photo, 16 x 20 inches.
Pink Blush, digital photo, 22 x 22 inches.
Seeing Beyond, mixed media, 72 x 60 x 12 inches.

Artist’s Statement
Art expresses more than image, it expands the energy of the artist, and con-
nections of hearts and minds. Creating is empowering meditative practice. The 
concept of seeing and making connections runs throughout my art. Recently, 
traveling to new vistas and hiking trails as well as exploring cities has given me 
inspiration for a focus on the photographic image, where I can express “place” 
in media as diverse as my experiences. —KL

Pedagogical Statement
Over the past twenty-five years of teaching art, my practice of working with 
students has become more collaborative, with differentiation, infusion of tech-
nology, and challenges for all. I measure success not only in skill growth, but 
also in having students each seek and find their own personal voices expan-
sively with every year they return to the art room, creating meaning in new 
artworks. The creative process is abundantly rich with analytical decisions, 
experimentation, and discovery. —KL



Marcia Meale, PhD

J. Michael Conley Elementary School at Southwood
Tallahassee

Fisherman, oil on canvas, 16 x 20 inches.
Palm, oil and acrylic, 48 x 30 inches.
The Dance Lesson, oil on canvas, 14 x 18 inches.

Artist’s Statement 
The color field, abstract painter of the 1970s in me struggles to find a voice in 
my work and rarely makes it beyond a bold color or a few lines here and there. 
Instead capturing a moment in time, a color, or a feeling seems to prevail. I 
love color, the smell of oil paint and a bold line against a soft color. Batik fab-
rics fill my shelves. The black against the crisp color enchants me and seeps 
into my work. Special thanks to Eluster Richardson for the summer workshop. 
—MM

Pedagogical Statement
Teaching art in the elementary setting is an exciting adventure. Here students 
explore a wide variety of media, discover artworks from around the world and 
across time, and make artworks with joy and wonder. For me, teaching art is 
about learning to look and think deeply, to explore meaning in new ways, to 
realize that art has many different purposes and voices, that there is a large 
body of work, the history of art, that informs and helps shape the future and 
how it is expressed, where discovery is not only a part of the process but en-
gages the aesthetic. —MM



Debra Pelc Menacof

Roberts Elementary School
Tallahassee

Pittsburgh #2, acrylic & oil pastel, 42 x 30 inches.
St. Croix, mixed media (acrylic, oil pastel, pencil, metal, & wood), 24 x 30 
inches.

Artist’s Statement
I grew up living in a valley of northwestern Pennsylvania with my mom, dad, 
and sister. We were surrounded by a rich landscape of rising hills, flowing wa-
ters, and bold colors of the ever-changing seasons. Pittsburgh was a melting 
pot of culture (my own being Polish, Croatian, Irish, and Hungarian!), business, 
steel mills, and coal mines mixed with the landscape to create a living collage. I 
look at my artwork and realize that even as a child I enjoyed mixing things up, 
using different media and styles in one piece. My work always carries a mes-
sage, private or public, that stems from experience, emotion, or quiet observa-
tion. 

I went into the profession of teaching art (B.A. from University of South Flori-
da) which I have done for over 30 years (25 in the public schools) while always 
maintaining myself as a professional artist. I work with clays, drawing, painting, 
and mixed media collage.

My strength comes from my family, close circle of friends, and my faith that I 
am being guided by a higher power. I realize now as I view my art and my life 
that I am a part of this living and ever-changing collage and that it is a part of 
me. —DPM 

Pedagogical Statement
Children have a natural ability for being creative and creating art! I feel it is my 
job to keep the creativity flowing in every child especially as children grow old-
er and become more fearful of expressing themselves. I try to create and use 
imaginative lessons that incorporate and foster individual expression, cultural 
awareness, social issues, historical and contemporary ideas, and art history. 
The students are encouraged to be open- minded and use their knowledge to 
create pieces of art to the best of their abilities. I love sharing my own art with 
my students, because it is important for them to see me not just as their teach-
er but as an Artist! —DPM



Jan K. Munn

Chaires Elementary School
Tallahassee

Kim Gourdashian, found objects, 46 x 9 x 9 inches.

Artist’s Statement
Kim Gourdashian, made of found objects, plaster, and paper, is my comment 
about our society’s love and admiration of beauty without substance. Real-
ity TV shows follow people’s lives in which their biggest problems are bad 
hair days. The importance of the way they look takes up whole days. Kim is a 
“Gourdtar,” she has a large ego and spends her day playing herself. She makes 
me laugh. —JKM

Pedagogical Statement
My pedagogies come from brain research and developmentally appropriate 
practices. I believe for our younger students, the process is more important 
than the product. I plan lessons around the Florida State Benchmarks provid-
ing many active experiences using a variety of materials including paint, clay, 
markers, and crayons. 

As the student’s mature, I add cultural and historic elements to my lessons. I 
utilize literature by reading to the students and technology by using the inter-
net to visit museums and historic sites. I give my students many experiences 
that challenge their thinking and decision-making skills to make their art works 
personal. —JKM



Nikki Nicolas

Griffin Middle School
Tallahassee

Forgotten, digital photography, 14 x 11 inches.
Hidden, digital photography, 14 x 11 inches.
Left, digital photography, 14 x 11 inches.

Artist’s Statement
These images are of seemingly abandoned items that have caught my atten-
tion. I find beauty in what others discard because I like to think that everything, 
at some point, was important to someone. —NN

Pedagogical Statement 
My teaching philosophy has changed tremendously over the past three years.  
Five years ago, I started as an ELA/Reading Teacher and I was all business; 
standards, rules, expectations, you know the drill, but three years ago I was 
given my first art class and it was a bit of culture shock. I have come to realize 
that it is much more important in middle school to teach my students how to 
be patient with themselves and how to TRY than it is to have them hit all of 
the “right” skills at the “right” time. I now enjoy the process of teaching instead 
of only looking forward to the end result. —NN



Evelyn Pender

Retired
Kate Sullivan Elementary School
Tallahassee

The Demise of Public Education, ceramic, 24 x 60 inches.
Artists Don’t Always Use Vases for Flowers, ceramic, 14 x 8 inches.

Artist’s Statement
I create art that makes me smile. To take a handful of wet clay and turn it into 
an artwork is joyous. Sometimes I create works that are just fun to look at, 
other times they might be functional. Occasionally my artwork might make a 
statement relevant to our world.

This work is titled The Demise of Public Education. Charters don’t work. The 
gold shark represents the billionaires creating policy in Washington. The 
schools of fish represent the wonderful diversity of students in our public 
schools. —EP

Pedagogical Statement
I believe learning should be challenging and fun. When students are excited 
and enthusiastic, the door to learning is open. The visual arts help students to 
connect, create, and analyze information in meaningful ways that are relevant 
to our world. —EP



Pat Poitinger

Retired
Ft. Braden School
Tallahassee

Cheeto and Oreo, Appliquéd Quilt, fabric, 52 x 42 inches.
Pieced Santa Quilt, fabric, 52 x 43 inches.
Smokey, Appliquéd Quilt, fabric, 52 x 42 inches.

Artist’s Statement 
I sew pet portrait quilts. Using a photograph, I reduce the image to basic 
shapes that I cut from fabric. Most of the quilt is machine stitched. Some quilts 
are memory quilts for pets that have crossed the Rainbow Bridge. All of the 
quilts are designed to wrap one’s self in the loving image of one’s pet(s). —PP

Pedagogical Statement
When I was teaching art, for drawing and painting techniques I would teach 
the students to look for basic shapes, lines, colors, and textures. When paint-
ing, I would try to have them paint shapes, rather than lines they would then 
have to fill in. When the shapes were dry, we could then add textures and de-
tails. Since I have been sewing quilts by reducing animal faces to shapes, I tend 
to look at the world in those terms. I see colors and textures first and then 
shapes and lines. —PP



Marilyn Proctor-Givens, PhD

Lincoln High School
Tallahassee

Generational Legacy, raku & mixed media, 16 inch diameter.

Artist’s Statement
My artwork is a marriage between graphic design and ceramics. My fascination 
and curiosity with spherical works occurred in college, when I was creating a 
drawing for an animation. I was unable to visualize the inside of an object as it 
rotated. So I decided to physically make the object using clay. After that ex-
perience, the spherical clay form became my new 3D graphic canvas. Many of 
my spherical works play around with color, texture, pattern, and other surface 
decorations using the Raku firing technique. After my trip to Africa, symbolism 
and adornment became an added focus in my work. 

The focus of the art piece in the current show is the generational legacy in 
my family.  My grandmother had many life experiences she shared and from 
which she sheltered her loved ones. She was the caregiver who represented 
wisdom, respect, and strength. She played a vital role in shaping the family and 
maintaining the goals, religious values, culture, and the family’s good name. My 
mother learned many things from my grandmother and passed them on to me. 
This piece speaks to the legacy of my grandmother and mother in my family. 
The patterns, hair styles, and adornments represent the passing on of values 
and the changes that have occurred over time. —MP-G

Pedagogical Statement
Change has come to my classroom over the past 30 years and I have become 
that innovative curriculum chameleon. Teachers need a voice and a clear 
means of expressing what they do as well as a means to help students begin 
to decide what they want to do in the future. Just as the chameleon changes 
colors, I adapted my classroom and curriculum to help prepare my students 
for careers that are now available in the arts and technology-based fields. 
As an art and design teacher, I have had to build a curriculum that suits the 
needs of the individual students’ strengths as well as help them develop col-
laborative innovative problem-solving skills. Collaborative project-based learn-
ing provides students with rich practical experiences that can be transferred 
across other disciplines. Students are actively gaining graphic design skills and 
challenging themselves to achieve Adobe certifications in the leading indus-
try- based graphic design software. Once students gain the design skills, they 
transfer these skills to the production level. When you walk into my visually 
stimulating classroom, you immediately see students working together and 
utilizing all of our available resources to develop projects for themselves, our 
schools and the community. —MP-G



Sarah Raulerson

Leon High School
Tallahassee

A Mother’s Anxiety, mixed media, 23 x 26 inches.
Lake Elsa, mixed media, 10 x 10 inches.
Mary Ellen, mixed media, 38 x 29 inches.

Artist’s Statement 
Motherhood is a glorious journey that I love and embrace. This journey has 
been full of heartwarming, heartbreaking, and hilarious moments. My work is 
about finding the balance between being a mother, a wife, an artist, and having 
a full time career. —SR

Pedagogical Statement
Teaching art is like teaching a young child to write. Children must learn the 
letters and words before they can write what is on their minds or tell stories. 
First, I teach my students to master skills, techniques, and foundations, then 
encourage them to develop their artistic voices. When they do finally learn to 
speak through their art, they can convey their messages through a marriage of 
craftsmanship and concept. —SR



Becki Rutta

SAIL (School for Applied Individualized Learning)
Tallahassee

Phototropism Series 2, archival pigment print, 27 x 27 inches.
Phototropism Series 3, archival pigment print, 27 x 27 inches.
Phototropism Series 3, archival pigment print, 27 x 27 inches.

Artist’s Statement
1. Chiefly Biol. The directional bending or growth of a plant or sessile animal in 
response to light; (also, Zool.) the directional movement of a motile animal in 
response to light (=phototaxis n.); an instance of either of these responses. —
Oxford English Dictionary. 

Pedagogical Statement
It is a teacher’s responsibility to embrace techniques that target the range of ways 
an individual learns. Each student enters the classroom at a different level and 
each student’s progress should be measured accordingly. I teach with a variety 
of methods that include hands-on demonstrations, visual examples, peer interac-
tion, community involvement and individual attention. It is particularly important 
that students not only learn from me but from one another as well. Through peer 
critique and group activity, students share the varying interests and experiences 
that each individual brings to the classroom. I also believe firmly in introducing 
students early to the wider art community, by taking them to public exhibitions, 
encouraging them to submit their work to exhibitions, and visiting more advanced 
artists in their professional studios. 

Teaching is a collaborative process in which I find that I learn just as much from 
my students as they do from me. In addition to working with my students as a 
group, I also teach them individually to help them explore their ideas and interests 
within the photographic medium.  Working individually also enables me to identify 
where particular students may be having problems. I offer encouragement and 
occasionally embrace mistakes, especially when they open new terrain for fruitful 
investigation. I find that many of the most interesting ideas in photography do not 
happen according to plan.

As a teacher and artist, I employ the full spectrum of tools that photography of-
fers, from more traditional processes to new digital technology. My own work is 
interdisciplinary and I encourage students to test the boundaries of the medium. 
I explore how photography might be used in conjunction with other art media. 
I believe one of the great strengths of photography is its accessibility, its ability 
to facilitate communication broadly among individuals at different stages in the 
learning process. I expect my students, by becoming aware of what their cameras 
are capable of, to develop a solid technical foundation through which to express 
themselves and convey their ideas. This technical understanding provides the basis 
from which further artistic exploration, insight, and experience takes place. —BR



Shannon Takács

Lincoln High School
Tallahassee

Magyar Parliament, watercolor, cardboard, book pages, colored pencils, 
marker, and charcoal, 9 x 12 inches.
Near the End, watercolor, charcoal, marker, & conte crayon, 4 x 12 inches.
Boy, I’m Tellin’ You What, oil, 20 x 24 inches.

Artist’s Statement
In the past six years, the only “body” of work I have created is raising my two 
young children. When I do find time to make art I am usually creating a gift 
for a loved one or completing an unfinished painting. I create many drawings 
during class time alongside my students, showing them techniques or skills... 
these drawings almost never find completion. On the rare occasion when I 
have more time for art I like to experiment with different media. I am drawn to 
layers and textures. I am inspired by the environment around me and the plac-
es I have visited. I am a huge fan of abstract art and I could fill my walls with 
J.W.M. Turner paintings. —ST 

Pedagogical Statement
I teach high school art. My main goal is to expose students to art and new 
ideas. It is wonderful when students improve their artistic skills. I want my 
students to walk away with an appreciation for art, knowing that making art is 
hard work and that supporting the arts is important! —ST



Walter Thorner

Retired
John G. Riley Elementary School
Tallahassee

Hawk Eyes, giclée print, 24 x 33 inches.

Artist’s Statement 
The goal of my art is to introduce others to the idea of visual analysis. There 
are a number of aesthetic systems of analysis with which to judge, for instance: 
the analysis of visual components; the analysis of composition; the analysis of 
color theory; and all the elements and principles of design. —WT

Pedagogical Statement
Art education should initially focus on children’s ideas because their experienc-
es must be valued and built upon. In this way, art lessons can be not only suc-
cessful, but relevant. Art education encourages the ability to value the self and 
others, and to approach the world with a desire to understand. Art is one of 
the most important ways people tell us how they view the world. Children have 
an inherent ability for creating art. I look at children’s concerns, their creative 
play and imaginative collections, to make art lessons that are child-centered. 
What it means to be here in this world, at this place and time, may be explored 
through the works of artists of all ages. —WT



Cassandra Tucker

Wakulla High School
Crawfordville

Look at the Day, watercolor, 45 x 37 inches.
Navigating Time, watercolor, 57 x 33 inches.
Things Unsaid, watercolor, 36 x 51 inches.

Artist’s Statement
Life is the watercolor flow -- cresting, gliding … fluid. 
Fading, arising, steady. 
My journey is seeing then suggesting, almost reaching.  
In the wet media I seek to get lost.
As I search elusive pathways ideas percolate. 
My brush strokes reflect my life’s journey. 
Navigating dark corners.
Going through open doors to find others shut. 
I aim to stay open.
Painting . . .
Nurtures something within me. —CT

Pedagogical Statement
The art arena I want to provide my students at Wakulla High school is one of 
exploration, expression, and appreciation. I teach my students that creating is 
a journey; each of us has our own path and travels at our own pace. I also hope 
to expand their knowledge and appreciation of art in our world. What moves 
them? As I encourage my students to reflect on how art may make life mean-
ingful, I share my passion for watercolor painting. —CT




